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Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025 
 

India's participation in the 2025 Exercise Talisman Sabre, Australia's largest bilateral 
military exercise, marks a major milestone in Indo-Pacific defence cooperation by 
enhancing military interoperability across land, sea, and air domains. This inaugural 
participation, alongside 19 other nations including the US, underscores a shared 
commitment to a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific by fostering strategic 
partnerships and collective readiness.  
 

Key Highlights 

• Debut Participation: This marks India's first time participating in the exercise.  
 

• Multinational Focus: The exercise includes over 35,000 personnel from 19 
countries, including the US, Canada, Japan, and European partners.  
 

• Significance: It is a significant step in deepening defense and security 
cooperation between India and Australia in the strategic Indo-Pacific region.  
 

• Joint Operations: The exercise covers a wide range of complex joint operations 
across land, sea, air, space, and cyber domains.  
 

• Strengthens Partnerships: It provides an invaluable opportunity to enhance 
military-to-military ties, exchange strategic insights, and bolster collaborative 
security engagement.  
 

• Interoperability: A key goal is to strengthen interoperability among partner 
nations, highlighting a collective readiness for future contingencies.  
 

• Promotes Regional Stability: India's participation showcases its growing role in 
multilateral defense diplomacy and commitment to fostering a stable and secure 
Indo-Pacific.  
 

• Participating countries in TS 2025: The 19 participating nations included 
Australia, the United States, India, Japan, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
Canada, South Korea, Indonesia, New Zealand, Singapore, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Fiji, Tonga, Papua New Guinea, Norway, and the Netherlands. Malaysia 
and Vietnam participated as observers. 
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Explanation of Exam Oriented Key Terms 

01 
 

Exercise Talisman Sabre 
 

Exercise Talisman Sabre is a major biennial military drill led by Australia and the US to 
foster a free and open Indo-Pacific by strengthening interoperability and regional 
security among allies, with India participating for the first time in its 2025 iteration. The 
exercise features multinational personnel from 19 countries and includes drills like 
live-fire exercises, amphibious landings, and multi-domain operations across land, 
sea, air, cyber, and space.  
 
Key Aspects 
 

• Nature and Host: A biennial multinational joint military exercise, co-hosted by 
Australia and the United States.  
 

• Date and Frequency: First launched in 2005, conducted biennially, with the 2025 
edition being its 11th iteration.  
 

• Participants: Over 35,000 military personnel from 19 countries, including India, 
participated in 2025, with Malaysia and Vietnam attending as observers.  

 
Objectives 
 

• Enhance joint warfighting capability.  
• Support a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific.  
• Strengthen military readiness, interoperability, and the regional security 

architecture.  
 
Activities and Domains:  
Involves joint operations across multiple domains: 
 

• Land: Ground manoeuvres, field training.  
 

• Sea: Naval operations, amphibious landings.  
 

• Air: Air combat sorties, air combat operations.  
 

• Cyber & Space: Cyber defence and space coordination.  
 

India's Participation 
 

India's first-time participation in 2025 is a significant step in strengthening Indo-Pacific 
defence ties and interoperability.  
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Practice Questions: 

1. With reference to Exercise Talisman Sabre 2025, consider the following 
statements: 

I. It is the largest biennial bilateral military exercise between Australia and the 
United States, involving multinational participation 
 

II. India participated in this exercise for the first time in its history in the 2025 
edition 

 

III. The primary objective of the exercise is to promote military exports from the 
participating countries to the Indo-Pacific region 

               

              Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) I and II only 

b) I and III only 

c) II and III only 

d) I, II and III 

Answer: a 

Explanation: Statement I is correct: Exercise Talisman Sabre was launched in 2005 as 
a bilateral drill between Australia and the US and has since evolved into a major 
multinational exercise. The 2025 edition was the 11th and largest to date, involving over 
35,000 personnel from 19 countries, including all four QUAD nations. It is co-led by 
Australia and the United States. Statement II is correct: India, which previously had an 
observer role, participated as a full participating nation for the first time in the 2025 
edition of the exercise. This participation is seen as a significant step in strengthening 
Indo-Pacific defence ties and interoperability. Statement III is incorrect: The main 
objective is to enhance military readiness, improve interoperability, and reinforce the 
regional security architecture to support a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific, not to 
promote military exports. 
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For More Practice Questions, visit: 
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Class Discussion Space 
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